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or ®&nergy geekHedi VanGen-

deren,no other job bps being

Gov. Bill Rter's climde change
adviser.

VarnGerderenis the Irg person in ©I-
oradoand one of a few in theauntry to
hold such a jobFermerlya senior associ-
ate with the Wirth Chair in Emironmen-
tal and @mmunity Development Policy
at the Uniwersity of Golorado-Derver,
her last task thez was g#heringthe most
promising climae-change ideas for the
next U.S. pesident Exubeant as well as
talented,she sgsshe was thilled to join
the Ritter administation last Mg.

aWho wouldn't want this job? Br an
energy geek, is a deam mme truefsays
VarGerderen.

Leg skeptics raise esbrows over her
somewhat purple proseshe stresses tha
she is completely sincex

VarnGerderen51, is a thid-generation
Denver native. Her gea-grandfather,
Wamick Downing, was in the enegy
business and helped establish theo(®-
rado Oil & Gas @hsenation Gmmis-
sion as well as énvers mourtain parks
system.

alt's just a temendous honor b have
this job? she sag.

VanGerderenhas mairained that en-
thusiasm though the grueling process of
helping to birth Rtter's Climae Action
Plan, which was eleased in Nwem-
ber. She endured hours of stakeholder
meetings around ©@loradoto gather in-
put from various interestgroups about
addressingglobal warming, and hours
more of internal debae about plan de
tails among the administation's Gbinet
members and advisers.

2]t's been well-receivedoverall? Van-
Gerderen sag of the plan. Glorados
utility industry, especiallyhas embaced
the call to develop more aéirnative en-
ergy soucessuch as solar and wind, she notes.

Although stakeholderscommentswere weghed in the plarsdevel-
opment, ultimately the plan was the geemor's + and heecognized it
amay not please everybodfshe adds.

It hasnt. In particular, car dealers oppose the plartall for bugher
new-vehicle emission standats,which they say will inaase pices and
decrease selectiorBut \anGendeen sa/sthe govemor will direct the
Air Quality Cortrol Commission to adopt such standals,which could
take e"ect as early as 2011.

Reducing wvehicle emissions is just onecommenddion in the gov-
ernorsClimate Action Han to reduceColoradoscontribution to global
warming, the amosphericphenomenon that scietists have found is
linked to human adivities, especially the buning of fossil fuels It will
take many initidivesto reach the plaris ambitious goal of 20 pearent
reductions by 2020.

3] dont envy Heidi or the gewemor or the pesident®says Dave Lok,
executive diredor of the Mlorado Assaiation of Municipal Uilities,
representing 29 utility companies serving about 20 peent of Mlo-
radans.2Theres redly no ‘magic bullet' kind of ansver® for climae
change.

Chuck Kitscher,a member of the Climge Action Panel of the Rcky

Heidi \anGendeen & the Sate Gapitol, which is now lit etirely by compact#uorescent light bulbs

Mountain Climae Organizdion, sas climate change?is a caunting
challenge Reople haveto be aonvincedthatglobal warmingis happen-
ing, thatwe arecausing it and that we can solve it'slimportant not to
lose sight of the fact that i solvable®

TheCdoradoMining Association believethe precise e"eds of glob-
alwarming maybe debaable,but supports and is fundingesearch into
voluntary,technology-based approachet climate change sg/sStuart

Sarderson, ecautive director.
aTheresno point in arguing whether or not there is neeaf adion?

Sarderson sgs.2\We've moved beyond that politically¥s. The mncem |

have in Colorado is that we make the right energy choices
Inaddition to the govemor's Climae Action Han, twwo other compre-

hensivereportson Mloradosrole in global warming hawe been eleased
in recent months.

- The Cimate Action Panel, a blueribbon group appointed by the
RodkyMountain Climae Organizaion to represert a \ariety of inter-
ests issued 70acommendaions in lae October. Thegroup included
114 political and business leadeliscluding Denver Mayor John Hck-
enlooperMembers concluded thaimplementing the ecommended
actionscould achiewe dn the vicinity oP a 20 pecent reduction in
greenhouse gases 2020 and an 80 peent drop by 2050 + which
arealso goals of the geemor's plan. (Br the panelsfull report, go ©



www.coloradoclimae.org.)

- Environmen Colorado
issued &Blueprirt for Ac-
tion®for meeting the gover-
nor's goals ks December
report outlined 16 policies
again echoing some of the
governorsand the Climae
Action Panels recom-
mendations But it took a
closer look at tansporta-
tion's role in geenhouse
gas emissions, callingof
actions including vehicle
insurane that gavebreaks
to low-mileage divers; energy-savingeplacemert tires or vehicles;
and a bigger focus on massansit.(The full reportis available & the
organizations Web site, www.environmertcolorado.org.)
aNone of the (plans) solves the problem by itselfl three mmple-

ment each otheP says Kitscher.2They gve stake legslators a lot of

options for reducing geenhouse gas emissiorfs

Kutscher believes the sta can begn with easier poposals such as
promoting additional enegy e$ cencyand mnsenation, and then be
come more aggessive Eventually, howeverthe worldmust! ndcabon-
free energy sources, saytscher,who is a scientist on the statf the
National Renewable Energy Lataiory in Golden.

Matt Baker, drmer executive diredor of Ervironment Colorado and
newly appoirted member of the @loradoPublic Uilities Gommission,
says thefblueprint®identi! esseps we should be doing whether or not
there's global warming®Hed like to see Rter's administation invedi-
gate technologiesfor keeping greenhouse gases out of thetmosphere
and ceatinga fund to pg for that. Stonger adion is needed néonally

Ritterispromoting a

Inewenergy eonomy®

that stresseshe stae's
renewable energy resources

+ solar, wind, biomass and geothermal +
andenergye$cency.

as well, he adds.

Dewloping technologiedotrapand sbregreenhouse gasesleased
when mal is buned to make eletricity is pobably still years avay, Lock
says.Hismembers would discuss the idea of taxing engy use b raise
money for researchand dewelopment, and de!nitely suppott conserva-
tion and renewable energy sourcegspecially wind paver. The ques-
tion is howv do we change ourse and still delier power to our cusbpm-
ers??he asks.

The mining industry’'s Sanderson believes thacoal must emain a
dominant sourceof world energy. Nauralgas is less polluting, but mer
expensivethan coal.Rerewable energy soures may provide mnsistent
power geneation + the wind doest alwaysblow and the sun doesh
alwaysshine, eenin Colorado, he ntes.

aSteps need b be taken, but ve have to be cautious tha what we
do in Mlorado¥doesn't put our ecnomy or energy onsumers & a
disadvantage, he sap.

VanGerderen sag the govemor's plan emphasizes #ions that can



be taken without legslative adion. Rtter ! rgt
wants o gauge the impat of major cimate-
change-relaed legslation alreadypassed ly
state lavmakers.Last yar,about 20 new lavs
werecreaed to encourage more renewable en-
ergyas vell as b boost e$ cencyand mnser-
vation.

aWe haveto give what was done in thepast
time to work°VanGenderen say.

VanGerderenhas a backgound working on
community issues thatake time and ivolve
disparae views After eaning a bachelolsde-
gree from Carleton llege in Mnnesota, she
was a @mmunity organizr for the lae U.S
Sen Raul Wellstone of Minnesota, and then
worked in Bdston for an energy policygroup
founded by pediatrician Dr. Benjamin Spock.

Upon returning to Colboradoin 198021 real-
ized | was home’she sgs. Ske adds that her
climate-change workis motivated in large pat
to make the vorld better for her tvo daughters,
ages 23 and 20.

Gererally, she sgs, the govemor beliewes
that a good climde policyis a good enegy pol-
icy. As par of his @Wlorado Pramise © voters,
Riter is pomoting a®new enegy emnomy®
that stresseghe stae's ienewable energyre-
sourees = solar, winghiomass and getvermal
+ and energy e$cency.

Now thatthe govemor's plan has beena-
leasedyYanGerderenwill help cordinate work
among \arious staé agencies and takespon-
sibility for specil ¢ tasks including @ordinat-
ing the govemor's Climae AdvisoryParel.The
administration will continue to talk with the
roundtable interests that advised the adminis-
tration and look br waysto advance the new
energy econony and address clinta change.

The Rtter administation's ollaborative ap-
proachto climate change is geneally appieci-
ated.

alt's not going to (work with) someone m
high saying this is the ayit shall be. ¥4 | gve
them a lot of kudofLodk sas.

Sarderson, bo, appeciats the administa-
tion @reaching out® to the mining industy.

Baker praises iRer's choi@ of VanGen
deren:2You oouldn't choose someone mee
dedicated to this issue. ¥ | can gawith ocon!-
dencethe govemor understands the theat and
wants to move Colorado forward®

Colorado is de!nitely moving in the right
direction? sas Kutscher. Hiring VanGen-
derenas climae adviser,Tom Phantto head the
Gowernor's O$ ce of Erergy Management and
Corsenation, and Jim Mrtin at the helm of
the QloradoDepartment of Rublic Health and
Environmen shows Riter vdues people who
understand environmental and energy issues.

ald say with the people on board nw, if
we cant make pogress in clean engy, then
something’s wrong? Kutscher sgs.2m very
optimistic?
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Climate Change in Colorado

Burningfossil fuels elease cdvon dioxide,a greenhouse
gas tha traps hed in the amosphere just like glass t@ps
warmth in a geenhouse.Scentists agee tha greenhouse
gas oncentrations in the dmosphere haw risen in the past
200 years and willantinue to rise unless we take #@on to
reduce emissions.

Average temperaturesworldwide have increasedby 1.3
degrees Rhrenheit duringthe last @ntury, accoding to
weather studies A warmerworld means changes inainfall
patterns, snov and ice over,and sea leel.While landlocked
Colorado won't wash avay as oeans fse, it could su"er
seriouseconomicimpacts fromweather changesAgriculture,
skiingand other pecipitation-dependertindustries ®uld be
devastded.

Coloradds greenhouse gas emissionsose 35 pecent
between 1990 and 2005 + ate more than twice the 16
percent of the entire United States.
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Download the full @lorado Climag Action Han &
www.colorado.gov.

Or Ind a link to the plan &
SmartEnergyLiving.org.
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